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Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 ANKARA 03829 181442Z 
ACTION EUR- 12 

INFO OCT-01 10-14 ISO-OO SSO-OO HA-05 OMB-Ol EB-08 
DOE- 15 SOE-02 MCE-00 COME-OO ACDA-12 TRSE-00 
CIAE-00 DODE-OO NSAE-00 NSCE-00 ICAE-00 INRE-00 
PM-05 H-02 INR-10 L-03 PA-02 SP-02 SS-15 /109W 

018296 181451Z/75 

OR 181355Z MAY 78 

FM AMEMBASSY ANKARA 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 1996 

INFO USICA WASHDC IMMEDIATE 

AMEMBASSY ATHENS 

AMEMBASSY BONN 

AMEMBASSY BRUSSELS 

AMEMBASSY COPENHAGEN 

AMEMBASSY LONDON 

AMEMBASSY NICOSIA 

AMEMBASSY VIENNA 

AMCONSUL ADANA 

AMCONSUL ISTANBUL 

AMCONSUL IZMIR 

USMISSION USUN NEW YORK 

USMISSION USNATO 

USDOCOSOUTH 

USDOCOLANDSOUTHEAST 

USCINCEUR 

UNCLAS ANKARA 3829 

USEEC 

USICA FOR VOA/PN, PGM/RC, PGM/PPE, EU 

E.O. 1 1652 N/A 
TAGS:PEPR, TU, GR 

SUBJ: FOLLOW-UP TO GREEK FONMIN’S REMARKS ON ECEVIT'S 
STATEMENT IN LONDON 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 ANKARA 03829 181442Z 


REF: (A) ANKARA 3767, (B) ATHENS 4066 

1 . IN FOLLOW-UP TO ITS ARTICLE OF MAY 17 (REF A), MILLIYET 
ALLEGES MAY 18 IN A STORY FROM ITS ATHENS CORRESPONDENT THAT 
GREEK FONMIN RAT. I .IS GAVE TWO STATEMENTS ON MAY 16. THE FIRST 
ISSUED DURING THE AFTERNOON, CONTAINED CRITICISM OF ECEVIT 
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FOR HIS "HUMEROUS AND CONTRADICTORY" REMARKS WHILE IN LONDON. 
ACCORDING TO MILLIYET, SOURCES 'CLOSE TO THE GOVERNMENT' TOLD 
ITS CORRESPONDENT PRIMIN KARAMANLIS ASKED THAT THE STATEMENT 
BE WITHDRAWN AND THE OBJECTIONABLE LANGUAGE REMOVED. LATE 
TUESDAY EVENING, A REVISED VERSION OF THE RALLIS STATEMENT 
(REF B) WAS REPORTEDLY ISSUED. MILLIYET'S REPORTER CLAIMS HE 
WAS UNABLE TO ELICIT AN OFFICIAL EXPLANATION FOR CHANGES MADE 
IN FONMIN'S STATEMENT FROM A GOG SPOKESMAN. 

2. MILLIYET'S CHIEF EDITORIALIST, ABDI IPEKCI, IN HIS COLUMN 
MAY 18 COMMENTS THAT THE WITHDRAWAL OF RALLIS' HARSH WORDS AT 
THE INSISTENCE OF PRIMIN KARAMANLIS IS A WELCOME SIGN. HE 
ADDS, "WE BELIEVE KARAMANLIS HAS ACTED TO REKINDLE THE HOPES 
WHICH HAD BEGUN TO FADE." IPEKCI NOTES, HOWEVER, THAT 
KARAMANLIS DID NOT HAVE ALL INACCURATE CONTENTIONS IN THE 
RALLIS STATEMENT REMOVED. SPIERS 


UNCLASSIFIED 


NNN 
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